
Instructional Strategies that Support 
Differentiation
A R.A.F.T. is one of the many instructional strategies that support 
differentiated instruction.  Sonya MacKinnon, a teacher at Millwood 
High School in HRSB, shares her experience.

One Enrichment Strategy that Made a Difference …

Since joining the Millwood staff nearly two years ago, the use of 
enrichment strategies has been strongly encouraged. __ I chose to 
use the RAFT (Role/Audience/Format/Topic) strategy and ended up 
re-vamping my semester research project for Global Geography.  I 
was very excited by the end of the process because I felt I had 
created something that all students could benefit from.  This strategy 
is essentially about “putting the ball in the student’s court” by giving 
them direct ownership of their own learning.  They design their project 
under the guidelines given which tie directly to the learning outcomes 
for the course.  Critical and creative thinking is fostered as they choose 
a role to represent, an audience to design for, as well as a format 
and topic that stem from their own interest and talent.  The final 
step is a reflective writing piece which gives them an opportunity to 
reflect on what they’ve learned and understand its relevance.  Many 
of the reflections I received were powerful. Students expressed the 
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Giftedness Has Many Faces

Of all the students you are teaching 
in a given classroom, which 
group do you think will probably 
learn the least this year?  
It may surprise you to find that in a class 
that has a range of abilities, it is the 
most able rather than the least able, 
who will learn less new material than 
any other group. (Susan Winebrenner)
 
It is those students who we must reach 
out to before they appear average and 
hide the gifts and talents they possess.

If we do not feed the thirst 
for knowledge, we lose the 
opportunity for greatness.

value in having freedom to create something that 
interested them in relation to Global Geography.  I 
received everything from scrapbooks to advertising 
campaigns to video productions … I was surprised by 
the variety and the passion behind the work of many 
of those who at times could seem disinterested in 
class.  That was the most rewarding part – the majority 
of students gave positive feedback to something 
that was new for them too.  Success with this strategy 
has convinced me to try others and it’s been great.  
The beauty of enrichment is that it keeps things 
“fresh” and helps to get my creative juices flowing … 
something which is a huge benefit for my students.  
Enrichment not only enhances student learning, it 
enhances my teaching practice.
Get the DIRT on Enrichment
An Anchoring activity is 
• a strategy which allows students to work on 

an ongoing assignment that is directly related 
to their curriculum, throughout a unit or a 
semester

• a logical extension of learning during a 
unit, an elaboration of important goals and 
outcomes that are tied to the curriculum and 
tasks that students are held accountable

An anchoring activity is a great strategy to use 
when students are finished early, are waiting 
for further instruction, are stumped, first enter 
class, or when the teacher is working with other 
students.

An example of an anchoring activity for science 
is D.I.R.T.  This is a strategy developed by Donna 
Gillespie a Literacy Coordinator in the HRSB.

Daily Independent Reading (D.I.R.T.) time in 
science may be done as structured reading time 
or unstructured reading time.

Things to consider for DIRT:
• students select and read articles, books, from 

a specific collection in the room 
• some teachers schedule a 30 minute block 

once every week of every two weeks for 
independent reading

• The collection could be specific to the 
current topic, or encompass several different 
topics and be augmented frequently

Myths and Facts About Gifted Learners
There are many myths about gifted learners.  Here are a few 
myths about gifted learners.

Myth: Gifted individuals are gifted in all areas.

Fact: All gifted individuals have varying strengths and 
weaknesses.  Few are gifted in all areas.

Myth: Gifted children are high achievers and enthusiastic about 
school.

Fact: Gifted children can become frustrated, bored and turned 
off when they are not challenged.

Myth: If the gifted are so smart, they should all be getting good 
grades.

Fact: Research indicates that up to 12% of gifted children have 
reading problems.  Underachievement in the gifted begins as 
early as 3rd grade.

Walt Disney -- A newspaper editor fired him because he had 
“no good ideas”

Isaac Newton – Did poorly in grade school.

GENUINE ● INNOVATIVE ● FUNCTIONAL 
TEACHING STRATEGIES

GIFTS



Volume 3, Issue 2: June, 2007       Page two                  DeVeloPeD by teachers for teachers

are participating in a National Chess Tournament in Quebec City.  Way to 
go Hawthorn!

William King Elementary (Herring Cove) have been celebrating the students 
gifts. Two grade six students have participated in the Annual Concourse 
D’art Oratoire (Provincial French Public Speaking Competition). One of 
the students has moved on to the finalist section of the competition. Good 
luck! 

Sixty grade four, five, and six students and one grade two student from 
William King entered the Canada Wide Mathematics Contest. The grade 
4’s wrote the Byron- Germaine Contest, the grade 5’s wrote the Fibonacci 
Contest and the grade 6 component was labeled Pythagoras. Great job, 
William King!

Resources that Support Enrichment and Gifted Education
Resources that Support Enrichment and Gifted Education
There are many helpful resources at the Dartmouth Teacher’s Centre.  Here 
are a few of the titles you may want to check out.

• Real Life Math Mysteries:  A Kids Answer to the Question “What Will We 
Ever Use This For?” by Mary Ford Washington 

• Total Talent Portfolio : A Systematic Plan to Identify and Nurture Gifts and 
Talents  by Jeanne H. Purcell and Joseph S. Renzulli

• To be Gifted and Learning Disabled: From Identification to Practical 
Intervention Strategies by Susan M. Baum, Steve V. Owen, and John 
Dixon Hunt.

• Practical Ideas that Really Work for Students Who are Gifted by Gail 
Ryser and Kathleen McConnell

Don’t forget there are also Enrichment Kits at the Dartmouth Teacher’s 
Centre for early and upper elementary as well as junior high.  

Check out the enrichment kiosk for more helpful tools.
http://library.hrsb.ns.ca/imm/Kiosk.aspx?nID=332&sLibID=0&Page=1

A Word or Two From You
Please send along any comments you have about the newsletter, letting us 
know what is helpful.  Also, we are currently in the process of transferring the 
gifted and talented web page to the new HRSB website.  Please send a copy 
of your lessons and activities focusing on enrichment that you would like to 
share with other teachers.  These will be posted on the gifted and talented 
web page under the HRSB teacher created materials. All comments and 
lessons/activities can be sent to Janet Pheifer at jpheifer@hrsb.ns.ca.

Brain Teaser Answer: Look both ways before crossing the road.
ie. ‘Look’ is spelt forwards and backwards (both ways) and it comes before 
the words ‘the road’ which has X’s all through it ie. it has been ‘crossed’

A Final Thought
Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or the same way.
-- George Evans

 

• students will complete a note-taking sheet on what they have read, 
occasionally they can be asked to choose one (or more) of the 
articles/book excerpts to share with the class

Name:  __________________
DIRT (Daily Independent Reading Time)

short   medium   long
very-long
Title of Article:

Text Features:

Connections
(t-t, t-s, t-w)
How this helps 

me understand 
better

Three
Important 

Points

New Words Things I
wonder/

questions I 
have

Main Idea

Brain Teaser:
What phrase is represented by the following?
Look kool XtXhXeXrXoXaXdX

What’s happening in the HRSB?
This year has been a very productive one for students and staff 
at   Millwood High School in the area of Enrichment. The staff has had 
extensive professional development in School Wide Enrichment and has 
applied the many concepts learned to the classroom. 
One aspect of the Enrichment program is their highly successful 
Academies of Inquiries. This year they had over 40 different Academies 
including Forensic Science, Math Challenge, Photography and Spanish. 
These took place over a four week period facilitated by teachers, students 
and community members. Each week students and staff came together 
to explore an area of common interest and develop a final product. They 
are currently planning for next year and will be adding new Academies: 
Tap dancing and Cartooning. This is the third year for the Academies and 
Millwood would like to invite any school interested in beginning a similar 
program to call Blair Abbass at 864-7535.  

Hawthorn Elementary (Dartmouth) Checkmates have two members that 


