
 

 
Parents/Guardians, 
 
On December 16, the governing school board will be considering a recommendation to review the following five 
schools in the Citadel High Family of Schools: 
 

• Joseph Howe 
• St. Joseph’s – A. McKay 
• St. Stephen’s 

• Highland Park 
• Oxford 

 
 
This recommendation is contained in Report #2015-10-43: Recommendation to Review – Citadel High School Family 
of Schools. You can review this report at: http://www.hrsb.ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/2015-10-43.pdf . 
 
If the governing board approves the recommendations to initiate this review, a School Options Committee (SOC) will 
be formed. The SOC is a committee made up of School Advisory Council (SAC) chairs, SAC parent members, 
principals, community members, school board staff and others that will review the schools and make 
recommendations to the board. The committee can recommend several things – whether we need to look at making 
major capital improvements to any of the schools; whether any schools should close or consolidate; and whether we 
need to make any changes to the grade configuration of the schools. 
 
The school review process can take between six and nine months to complete. It is a process established by the 
provincial Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (EECD) and includes a set of criteria and 
guidelines that school boards must follow. If you are interested in learning more about school reviews, visit the EECD 
website at: https://www.ednet.ns.ca/schoolreview/ . 
 
I know just mentioning “school review” causes concern for many people. I think much of the concern is coming from 
past experiences with school reviews. In the past, a review was simply a review for closure. The new review process 
is different from the old one in many ways, but the biggest change is that it isn’t just about closing schools anymore. 
 
Many schools are going to require investment in the next five to 20 years. This is the path to getting that investment. 
As a lifelong resident of the North End, I would much rather we start this conversation now than wait until we have a 
crisis due to a building failure. The oldest schools in our system are on the peninsula. In October, staff presented the 
governing board with a proposed action plan – http://www.hrsb.ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/2015-09-35.pdf – that 
listed areas that they thought need to be reviewed over the next five years. These five schools were recommended 
to be reviewed in the first year because the aging buildings meant there would be a need to ask the government for 
a capital investment. The remaining elementary and junior high schools in the Citadel Family were also listed to be 
reviewed soon. 
 
I understand some may be worried about what this could mean for their children and their community. I hope it will 
be a positive process. You can reach me at mdaye@hrsb.ca and I will try to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Melinda Daye, 
Chair & African Nova Scotian Representative 
Halifax Regional School Board 
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