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Eastern Passage High School 
School Steering Team (SST) 

Meeting #4 
Seaside School 
Oct 1st, 2015 

 
Agenda 

 
 

1. Introduction of any new SST members 
2. Review of Agenda/Additions to the Agenda 
3. Review of Aug 20th 2015 minutes 
4. Revisions/Approval 
5. Purpose of this meeting 

 
a) HRM fields—Betty Lou 
b) Exp Presentation 
c) HRSB Boundary Review 
d) Revised Numbers—Traffic 
e) Ocean View Elem Question. 
f) Next steps 
g) Next Meeting 



 
Amendments and approval to the minutes of August 20th, 2015 
 
Andrea Joy had concerns with aesthetics of the gym, but also stated 
that it was more environmentally responsible. With earth sheltering, 
extra construction costs for excavation and drainage would be paid 
back over several years (approx. 5) in savings -- reduced heating 
costs mostly. 
She commented that, she would think HRSB would be interested in 
reduced O and M costs. She also commented that as a space that 
typically has no windows, a gym is perfect for in ground, freeing up 
space for classes that benefit from windows. 
There was much discussion on this topic. TIR feels the topic has 
been dealt with and there was no need for further discussion. 
 
The HRSB will investigate with the DOEEC the topic of a Schools 
Plus program in the new school. 
 

EXP Presentation 
 

A presentation was delivered to the SST with a power point of 

several key areas. The question was raised that the parking lot 

for the High school is located on top of the Seaside Playing 

field. This field was leased from the HRM to the HRSB around 

October 2000. Parents/community members fundraised for six 

years to raise $35 000 to pay for soil, sod and fencing and built 

this field in 2006. Parent and community members would not be 

very happy if the school did not have a place for the 

approximated 350-400 children to play safely during the recess 

and lunch periods. This age group who play soccer and football 

for most of their recess and lunch uses this area quite 

extensively.  It is used for Field day, ice sculptures and fun days 

for bounce castles. It is also utilized at night by the local soccer 



association for practices and houses summer recreation events 

for the neighborhood. 

 

It was noted that the play field was mentioned in the tender 

documents.  

A suggestion/compromise was made to relocate the parking lot 

closer to the skate park and then potentially turn the field 

sideways so it would run parallel to the school and relocate it 

for the elementary school.  

 

Discussion took place regarding the increase in traffic and the 

safety for elementary students crossing the parking lots. The 

HRM traffic survey suggested that the entrance to the school be 

opposite to Thorncrest. And a pedestrian link flow from 

Thorncrest across the crosswalk and only one parking lot to 

enter the high school. They wanted to use the natural pathway 

to become a sidewalk through the high school area for the 

children walking to Ocean View and Seaside.  

 

There will be a serpentine shaped path leading to the sports 

field. The path exits the gym and is a hard surface – barrier free 

paving. Questions were raised about if the path it would be lit?  

 

There is potential for basketball nets in the bus zone.  

 

With the increased enrollment there is now an additional 

classroom on each level. There will be 13 regular classrooms in 



total. The size increased by 5008 square feet. Questions were 

raised about where the Grade nines students would be housed 

– would they have their own domain? 

 

Concerns were raised that the school design still reflected the 

“cells and bells” approach and that it did not reflect ideas from 

the articles that were distributed early in the process, items 

reflecting 21st century learning, shapes of classrooms, etc. 

Classroom size has been reduced from 900 to 800 and 100 has 

been given to the Learning street.  

The hope is to use furniture to enhance this project- it will have 

to be functional. Furniture comes out of the present budget.  

 

The learning street will provide a collaborative space in the 

hallways.  

 

STEAM space is located in the bottom floor and is a project 

based learning road where doors in between spaces open up to 

other rooms, there will be lots of collaboration on this floor 

between spaces.  

There will be a requirement for a lot of professional 

development to take place to use these new spaces.  

It was noted that HRM would like to have its own storage room 

in the gym area for afterhours use. Community will use gym, 

library, and cafeteria areas.  

 



The washrooms will be all gender neutral as well as the change 

rooms. The new provincial philosophy is embedded in the 

design. Concerns were raised about the number of change 

rooms and the potential to have 4 classes waiting to use them 

in the same time frame for physical education classes. There 

seems to be a needed increase in budget to reflect the new 

philosophy in order to expand the space.  

 

Questions were raised about how many change rooms are 

needed to host a tournament. NSSAF would have this answer.  

 

 

 

HRM Field Discussion 

 

Report from the HRM rep reported that the field below Seaside 

meets Fifa requirements for soccer for its length and width. It 

does not meet the CFL requirements for football as it is not long 

enough.  

 

A discussion took place about the concerns for the field not 

having room for spectators and the area surrounding the field is 

either a drop off or a hill. There would be no space for teams to 

sit alongside the field as well.  

 

At present the HRM has no plans to expand the fields.  

 



 
Ocean View Question 

 
There was discussion on the gravel area where parents gather 
to either turn or wait for their child. When the updated design 
is done we will have a clearer view of the area in concern. 

 
Next Step and Meeting 

 
Schools Plus Program 
Public Presentation of design 
Next Meeting Jan 14th, 2016 at Seaside Elementary 


