
Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE) 
Key Budget Messages 2019-20 

  
In Nova Scotia, the overall budget for education increased by $44 million dollars this year – the 6th year 
in a row that the overall budget has increased. This investment will result in an additional 165 positions 
province-wide to support students. 
  
In the HRCE, here's what these investments mean for students and families: 
 
We’re growing!  

• Budget includes classroom teachers to support projected enrolment growth of 600 students. 
 
• Budget includes resources to expand the provincial pre-primary program to 25 more schools. 

 
Raising the Bar & Closing the Achievement Gap 

• Fifty-four (54) new positions will be added to support the recommendations of the Inclusion 
Commission. These include: 

 
o 5 Guidance Counsellors  
o 3 Resource Teachers 
o 2 Autism Teacher Specialists 
o 2 School Psychologists/Speech Language Therapists 
o 11 Education Program Assistants 
o 3 African Nova Scotian & Mi’kmaq Student Support Workers 
o 9 Child & Youth Care Practitioners 
o 8 Community Outreach Workers  
o 5 SchoolsPlus Facilitators 
o 3 teachers and support staff for new Alternative Education Program Site 
o 1 teacher for Youth in Care 
o 2 Pre-Primary Inclusion Coaches 

 
• Budget includes an additional five positions to make Reading Recovery available in all HRCE 

elementary schools. For the first time, every elementary school (with grade 1) in our region will 
have access to this program. 
 

• Budget includes an additional five positions for Guidance. For the first time, all HRCE schools will 
have support from a Guidance Counsellor. 
 

• Budget ensures compliance with provincial class cap guidelines.  
 

• Budget ensures that every school will have access to SchoolsPlus. This program helps students 
and families make connections to support services like social work, justice, mental health and 
recreation services.  

  
To view the HRCE budget in detail, visit the Financial Services section of the HRCE website at: 
https://www.hrce.ca/about-hrce/financial-services . 



 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
How is provincial education funding allocated? 
Most of the funding is assigned by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
(EECD) for fixed costs – student enrolment, staff salaries, building maintenance, heat, lights, 
transportation, etc.  
 
A portion of the provincial funding – around 10 per cent – is flexible and allocated to make the greatest 
impact for students. It’s an approach that recognizes different students may need different supports in 
different ways. 
 
Where can I find more information on the enrolment at my child’s school? 
The official enrolment at every school is calculated on September 30th each year. Shortly thereafter, it 
will be published on the HRCE website. 
 
If you visit, www.hrce.ca/about-our-schools/school-finder/all-schools , click on your child’s school and 
there is a wealth of information on this page, including the enrolment for the past five years. 
 
What are class size caps and what does it mean for my child? 
The EECD has established class caps from Grades Primary to Grades 12. To learn more, 
www.hrce.ca/news/2017/09/12/class-cap-guidelines-overview  
 
Class caps must be in place by September 30th of each school year. Each regional centre is required to 
post a class size compliance report on its website by the middle of October. You can view last year’s 
report at https://www.hrce.ca/news/2018/10/17/class-cap-report-2018-19 . 
 
Who should I speak with if I have a question about my child’s learning? 
The best place to start is always with your child’s teacher who knows their learning strengths and 
challenges and can provide you with the most in-depth feedback. After speaking with the teacher, you 
should speak with the principal if you have additional questions or concerns. 
 
If you have further questions or concerns after speaking with the school, please contact the HRCE at 
either 902-464-2000 or connect@hrce.ca and we will direct you to the most appropriate person to 
address your concerns. 
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