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Goals

• To provide information about the 
Late French Immersion Program 

• To discuss the benefits of learning 
French as a Second Language

• To answer possible questions 



What is Late French Immersion?
Late French Immersion a program designed for students 
whose first language is not French. This includes children 
whose first language may not be English such as 
newcomers.

 Instructional strategies and materials are designed with 
this in mind.

 Late French Immersion begins in grade 7 and continues to 
grade 12. 

 



Late French Immersion Schools

 HRCE has 20 junior high schools offering Late 
French Immersion.



French Immersion in Nova Scotia

The Early French Immersion Program began in 
1977.
 

 The Late Immersion Program (Grade 7-12) 
began in 1985.



Percentage of Instruction in French 
 Grades 7-9         70 - 75 % in at least 5 courses

 
 Grades 10-12      minimum of 50%

( 9 of 18 credits)

    



French Immersion 

 A French Immersion Certificate is awarded at 
High School graduation upon completion of 
program requirements.



Curriculum

 Late French Immersion students follow the 
same curriculum and initiatives as other same 
grade level students in Nova Scotia with the 
expectation of meeting the same outcomes.
 



French Immersion P-12

Graduates of the French Immersion Program will 
be able to :
● communicate effectively in oral and written 

French and English
● achieve expected learning outcomes of courses 

taught in French and in English
● pursue university or college education in French.



How do students learn French?

 Students learn French in the same stages that 
they learn English. At first, they mostly listen, 
speaking little. Their initial attempts at 
speaking usually take the form of single words 
or broken phrases.

 Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs, Saskatchewan Ministry of Education 



Language Acquisition in the French 
Immersion Program

Students acquire French language skills through:
● teacher modeling and instruction

● authentic opportunities to communicate and 
interact

● linking oral language, reading and writing 



Language Acquisition in Late French Immersion

The Neurolinguistic Approach (NLA) is a method to 
teach and acquire a second language for the purposes 
of communication, in a regular classroom situation. 

Traditionally, it has been assumed that, to learn a 
second language in school, students must first learn 
vocabulary and grammar rules. They then practice 
using these in worksheets or activities, before being 
able to speak in French. Recent research shows that 
this is not the case.

 adapted from:http://francaisintensif.ca/index.php/en/approach



Language Acquisition in Late French Immersion

Explicit vocabulary and grammar instruction is only a 
small part of the process of learning to communicate in 
French. In order to learn a second language, it is 
necessary to develop pathways in the brain, called 
neuronal connections. Research tells us that these 
pathways can only be developed by using the second 
language in real communication. 

 adapted from:http://francaisintensif.ca/index.php/en/approach



Benefits of Late French Immersion
● The student’s knowledge of their first language is transferred to and 

interacts with the knowledge they are acquiring in the additional 
language

● Language concepts and skills learned and developed in French 
support concepts and skills learned in English  

● Bilingualism can enhance some aspects of academic and cognitive 
growth (improved literacy, mental flexibility, creativity, divergent 
thinking, higher order thinking, expanded view of the world)

● Increase their competitiveness in an increasingly global job market



Supports for Students
Students benefit when there is a close working relationship with:

● French Immersion classroom teachers

● School administration

● Resource teachers 

● Parent(s)/guardian(s)

All students should have equal access to student services



Supports for Students

As is the case for all students:

● The Program Planning Team (PPT) explores supports and 
makes decisions about the student’s program. 

● Students in Immersion can be placed on Adaptations and 
Individual Program Plans (IPP) . 



When Considering the Late French 
Immersion Program

Ask yourself:

● How is your child’s social and emotional 
development?

● How might my child respond if understanding the 
teacher is challenging at the onset?

● How might pre-existing learning, perceptual or 
auditory challenges play a role in my child's 
experience?



Constructive Support
As with any program, it is beneficial to your child’s education 
when you are positive and supportive. 

Some possibilities include: 

● Reading with your child

● Inviting your child to read with you

● Watching French television with your child

● Taking advantage of French cultural events

● Encouraging your child to share what they are learning



Trip to Université Sainte-Anne

• Each Spring,  schools have the option to participate 
in a three day trip where where grade 7 late 
immersion students are totally immersed in an 
authentic French environment at Université 
Sainte-Anne.

• Students interact in French with others while 
participating in an educational and cultural 
experience.



Constructive Support

In Immersion, it’s important to keep in mind that while 

children are learning in French they may not feel 

comfortable speaking in French outside of their learning 

environment.  Requiring your children to show others or 

translate is not an authentic or constructive experience for 

them.



Useful Links

Halifax Regional Centre for Education:

https://www.hrce.ca/about-hrce/school-admin
istration/registration/french-programs/late 

Canadian Parents for French:

www.cpf.ca  

https://www.hrce.ca/about-hrce/school-administration/registration/french-programs/late
https://www.hrce.ca/about-hrce/school-administration/registration/french-programs/late
http://www.cpf.ca/

